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	No
	Councillor
	Reply
	Comment

	
	Alan Donnelly
	Thank you for your e-mail and Questions . ?
To be quite honest I have counted only 3 questions the other 6 you say are questions read to me as your opinions views and statements .
1. is a question .
Yes is the answer and members support keep it up to date with reminders 6 monthly.
2. is also a question 
It however relates to question 1 and the answer is such positions are placed in the members declaration of interests and any conflicts of interest are also in that declaration .
3 . is NOT a question ..
It is a combination of the " your opinions views and statements .
I do however support the Green Agenda and my Political Party some years ago adopted the Tree as its Logo " we believe you should GO Green and Vote Blue " 
4 . Is somewhat of a leading question .
Many of Scotland and the UK major cities were built up from wealth and money of philanthropists .
The Common good fund has many assets and is surviving good through very difficult economic times Aberdeen City Council has paid officials to manage that fund within the legal processes .

5. I read as a statement .
I have to balance Green Developments with an ever increasing population .
6 . Is a part question and followed by an opinion..
My answer is Part "Yes " , I do want to see city centre flats Housing being utilised and I have supported such Planning Applications. 
7. Not a question .
Local Authorities by Law cannot sell off assets below market value they must achieve BEST VALUE . again we have highly paid professional Council Officials to manage our Property Portfolio . although I accept mistakes were made in the past and the Law took its course.
8. Is a question .
Answer .. There are many significant challenges ahead for Aberdeen surviving under the present economic storm is on major challenge , keeping Aberdeen vibrant and attractive to invest in and maintaining high educational standards . and a better life for its citizens to name but a few .
9. Again not a Question.
Again clouded by your opinion on ACSEF but as I say your entitled to your opinions like everybody else .
My response ... I supported the Scottish Enterprise Quango , but the well supported SNP Political Party and now in Government does not .
hope my responses have not been to long and winded .
Happy New Year .Alan Donnelly.

	Cllr Donnelly took the word I used ‘question’ to only mean an interrogative; the word ‘question’ can also mean an issue or a subject, for instance ‘the question of Scottish Independence’.  Still, I was pleased to hear from him.


	2
	Len Ironside
	1. Is your Register of Interests and hospitality register completely up-to-date with no omissions? Yes and this is a public document which can be checked 
2. What company directorships / company offices do you hold? Are you connected to any company that does business with Aberdeen City Council (whether as supplier, consultant, employee etc). None I work for a Charity 
3. Do you favour the 'tree for every citizen' programme proceeding, particularly given the lack of consultation with community councils, the loss of existing meadowland in the south of Aberdeen, a soil report indicating that trees will be vulnerable to destruction by wind, and that 2-3 years of both weed control and deer culling will be required to try and grow the trees - and that the programme has already seen Â£43,800 returned to the Forestry Commission for failure due to soil, weeds, and deer browsing? I don't support this when so many things are falling apart in the City a gimmick like this is unacceptable 
4. In general terms, do you think it is acceptable for a private individual to use their wealth to influence policy? Do you think that Common Good land should remain free from any leasing or renting to private individuals?
Absolutely not. Common good land belongs to the people of Aberdeen and should remain so.
5. Do you think urban sprawl is a problem for Aberdeen? 
It has been for many years yet we continue to allow over development. Its not difficult to know when you have left Aberdeen and entering somewhere else because of the lack of green space and overdevelopment of housing by private developers. 
6. Are you concerned at the large volume of unused property in the City, owned privately and/or by the City? Should such property be renovated and used as a priority rather than further building in the green belt? Yes ACC has too many under used buildings. Perhaps allowing more community use would be helpful given the Council has decimate community centres and undermined community learning. 
7. Do you think it is acceptable that City property is sold at less than market value? That's disgraceful. Little wonder the council has huge debts
8. What other issues do you think are of importance for Aberdeen? 
I think the decimation of our Social care services, lack of provision for Elderly and disabled are priorities. Our education in the City, which once was highly regarded has dropped considerably due to unwelcome silly changes(e.g. reduction in classroom support assistants etc) and constant budget cuts. 
9. Do you think ACSEF gives too much power to private companies and individuals? Should ACSEF continue? Should there equally be a forum to support/lobby for an improved environment, better education, better care for people with special needs? I don't think ACSEF has any power but it has huge influence in proportion to its relevance. That's its problem. I would disband it in favour of an Economic forum which included more than One elected member and trade union reps etc..
We should be setting up consultative forums for all areas of the Council services. 

	Interested in his position on Tullos Hill and on ACSEF

	3
	Yvonne Allan
	Question 1 Yes to the best of my knowledge
Question 2 they are all declared
Question 3 No
Question 4 part 1 no part 2 It is the peoples land and must be managed with that in mind
Question 5 Yes
Question 6 part 1 Yes part 2 needs individually looked at
Question 7 No
Question 8 and 9 All will be revealed in our manifesto for May

	

	4
	Neil Cooney
	My responses are probably already known to you.
1. Yes
2. None
3. No - it is a daft idea ruining a viewpoint, hiding archaeological sites, planting trees that will not grow to full fruition due to soil and wind conditions, and sacrificing the wild deer in a habitat that they roamed in before Man came into the area. 
4. No. If you want to have influence, put yourself up for election. Common Good land belongs to the people. I've taken a strong line against UTG
5. Yes, it is madness not to maximise the existing vacant sites within the city.
6. Absolutely. I look on in horror at the wonderful old Victorian schools in Victoria Road and Causewayend left open to the mercy of the vandals, rejected, derelict and forgotten.
7. Certainly not - I am still pursuing the deal with cove Rangers - the lease arrangement ought to reflect true market value.
8. There are loads of issues, our environment, our partnership with the citizens, the Housing crisis, the need for a bus to the Crematorium, the need for a proper Arts Forum with a focus to the future etc,etc
9. ACSEF has been a major disappointment, it has followed a one-sided agenda as a lobbying group rather than as an economic think-tank. It needs to be looked at again. We need a more practical forum representing a broader kirk. I believe in setting up Task Forces to look at the key issues such as care, community development, sports development, arts development. Such groups ought to work n partnership with the Council to help shape a sustainable future.
Regards, Neil Cooney

	He found Councillor Fletcher’s email to me rather shocking – you may as well…

	5.
	Neil Fletcher
	1.  Dear Ms Kelly

As a declared candidate in the forthcoming elections, you have absolutely no right whatsoever to harass other potential candidates in such a way. 

Will you be declaring the costs of publishing the Aberdeen Voice as an election expense?

If you had any integrity whatsoever, you would cease to use such methods to attack other candidates, until the election was over. 

I will be following your campaign very closely, and should you break any rules pertaining to your candidature, I will have no hesitation in raising a petition against you taking up elected office. 

Whilst you seem to delight in allegations of other peoples impropriety, you appear to have given scant regard to your own behaviour as a declared candidate. 

Yours sincerely


2.  Dear Ms Kelly

Now you have declared yourself a candidate, you can expect a lot more scrutiny of your actions.

I wonder how the Standards Commission will view your internet postings about others, should you succeed in the election.

It's just a pity that those councillors you have attacked are not wealthy enough to pay lawyers to take the actions against you that they feel appropriate. 

However, I would be delighted if you would refer my correspondence to the Standards Commission, as then I would have the opportunity to publicly highlight your behaviour towards others in advance of the election, without the cost of an expensive lawyer. 

Please do this quickly, as they would be unlikely to do an investigation much closer to an election. 

Yours sincerely

Neil Fletcher



3.  Dear Ms Kelly

As someone who is not standing in the next elections, but understands that you will be, I have only one question for you. 

If you were elected to the Council, and voted for something I disagreed with, would it be appropriate for me to attack you personally, make wild allegations about your propriety, and generally use the internet to spread highly biased misinformation about you?

Yours sincerely

Neil Fletcher

And my reply to No. 3:

>>> <sgvk27@aol.com> 09/01/2012 13:37:29 >>>
Dear Councillor Fletcher
The answer to your question is no.
I will assume your question is hypothetical. If I thought you were directing the allegations your question poses at me personally, then I would be inclined to forward our correspondence to the relevant ethics/ standards people in your party and at the Council.

Kind regards
Suzanne


	(Note 1 – Just a reminder – the Aberdeen Voice is a free paper; anyone can submit writing.  As such, there is no expense.  In fact, I would love Neil to write an article; he was at one stage considering it.  
Note 2 - the Standards Commission are going to let me know if I can continue writing my column; I await their decision.  I am not as Neil asserts a declared candidate now or at the time of writing to him, but yes, I intend to run for council office – Suzanne)

	6.
	Kate Dean
	Dear Ms Kelly

My interests, register of gifts and hospitality, and any directorships are listed in the Register of Members Interests. 

Beyond that, if any of my constituents wish my opinion on any of the issues you list, they are very welcome to contact me direct. 

I do not feel it is appropriate for one potential candidate in an election to provide such information to someone who has already declared that they will be a candidate in the same election.
	(Again, I am not an official declared candidate yet.  Register of Interests was last updated June 2010; it seems to make no mention of Ms Dean being an Administrator in the family plumbing business – paid or unpaid work is normally meant to appear.  

	
	
	
	





From Mr MacBeath of the City Council concerning Registers of Interest:-

Firstly, can I assure you that the Registers are neither disorganised nor incorrectly numbered. The first page of each register clearly states "Please complete this form in conjunction with reading the relevant paragraphs as detailed at each section (extracted from the Councillors' Code of Conduct)... Please note that the paragraph numbering relates to the sequence within the Code." The inconsistent sub-numbering to which you refer is the numbering of the paragraphs as set out in the Code.
The Registers on the website are transcriptions of those provided by members after the last elections in May, 2007. The Ethical Standards in Public Life etc (Scotland) Act 2000 (Register of Interests) Regulations 2003 requires "further notice" to be given to the Proper Officer (Mrs MacEachran) within one month of a change in circumstances as given in the Register. The Proper Officer is required to keep a record of the date of receipt, the name of the responsible person giving notice and a statement or copy of the notice and all this is available for inspection in Mrs MacEachran's office. When we receive an update, we amend the Register online and give the date of updating. Members are reminded regularly that they should keep their Registers up to date and if a member has no update to provide, they may provide us with a letter or message to that effect, which will also be kept in their individual Register. You suggest that the documents should be signed and scanned to show what is error, what is accurate and what is actually approved. Members do check their registers online and if an error is identified, I'm sure they will advise the staff who keep them updated; otherwise, their is no suggestion that officers "approve" a member's Register. The accuracy is entirely a matter for each member.
In respect of hospitality, you suggest that some members say they has absolutely no hospitality in 2010. I would respond by suggesting that they are stating that they had no declarable hospitality, which is a different matter. You refer in particular to an event at AECC attended by Cllr Fletcher. If Cllr Fletcher took the view that the hospitality was normal and appropriate hospitality associated with his membership of the Board of AECC, he was not required to register it. It may be that other councillors have adopted the same position.
You ask when members get to "leave out" hospitality which they have received. There are three categories of gifts and hospitality which do not have to be registered; in addition to the one described above, they are (in the current Code) isolated gifts of a trivial nature which must not exceed £50 and civic gifts received on behalf of the Council. You conclude your initial email by asking what is considered excessive hospitality from one source - there is no guidance from the Standards Commission on this. This provision of the Code is new and it may be that it will be clarified in the event of any complaints to the Public Standards Commissioner about this being breached. As yet, we have nothing on which to base an interpretation.
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